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Institute for 

Legal Culture)
State

Absolute prohibition of abortionor, in 

addition, a provisiondeclaring 

protectionof the mother's life

Exceptions: mother's health 

or well-being (applicable in 

various scopes)

Exception:eugenics

Exception in case 

of criminal acts  

(rape or incest)

Abortion on social 

grounds

Abortion on mother's 

demand
References Additional comments

1-7 Malta YES - - - - -

The Criminal Code of 10 June 1854, the Articles 241-

244A (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Malta-

Criminal-

Code.pdf#page=103). In accordance with the Article 2 

(2) of the Constitution of Malta ”The authorities of the 

Roman Catholic Apostolic Church have the duty and 

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion

1-7 Dominican Republic YES - - - - -

The Criminal Code of 20 August 1884, Art. 317 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Dominican-

Republic-Criminal-Code.pdf#page=45), From 2009 the 

first sentence of the Art. 37 of the Dominican 

Republic's Constitution is: „The right to life is inviolable 

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion

1-7 Philippines YES - - - - -

The Act of 8 December.1930 amending The Penal 

Code and other penal acts, the Articles 256-259 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-PHILLIPINES-

REVISED-

PENAL-CODE-1930.pdf#page=69). In accordance 

with the Art. 2 SECTION 12. “The State recognizes 

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion

1-7 Guatemala YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 27 July 1973, the Articles 133-140 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Guatamala-

Penal-Code.pdf#page=41). In accordance with the Art. 

3 of the Constitution of the Republic of Guatemala: 

“The State guarantees and protects the human life 

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion

1-7 El Salvador YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 13 February 1973, the Articles 133-

137 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-El-

Salvador-

Penal-Code-1998.pdf#page=35). Art. 1 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of El Salvador guarantees 

the right to life since the moment of conception.

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion

1-7 Senegal YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 21 July 1965, Art. 305 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Senegal-

Penal-

Code.pdf#page=50). In accordance with the Art. 7 

sentences 1 & 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of 

Senegal “The human person is sacred. It is inviolable.”

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion

1-7 Somalia YES - - - - -

The Constitution of 1 August 2012, Art. 15 P. 5 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Somalia-

Provisional-Constitution-of-Somalia-2012.pdf), The 

Penal Code of

16 December 1962 r., the Articles 418-424 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

Constitutional standards 

explicitly prohibiting 

abortion



8 The Vatican YES - - - - -

In accordance with the Act on Sources of Law of May 

1, 2008, the Vatican territory implicitly falls under the 

legal regulations of the Italian Penal Code in its form 

as in force as on 7 June, 1929

(http://www. vatican.

va/roman_curia/labour_office/docs/documents/ulsa_b

16_1_it.

Norms of the Canon Law 

explicitly prohibit abortion

9 Ireland YES - - - - -

Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act of 2013 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Ireland-

%

20Abortion-Law-Protection-of-Life-During-Pregnancy-

Act-

2013.pdf). The Art. 40.3. 3° of the Constitution of 

The provision of the 

Constitution was repealed 

in

a referendum on May 25, 

2018; nonetheless, the

abortion is still prohibited 

until its

10-12 Antigua and Barbuda YES - - - - -
The Infant Life (Preservation) Act of 8 December 

1937 (http:

//laws.gov.ag/acts/chapters/cap-216.pdf).

As in the case of killing 

already born people, up to 

and including life 

imprisonment

10-12 Dominica YES - - - - -

Offences against the Persons Act of 1873, Art. 8 

(https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Dominica-

Offenses-Against-the-Persons-Act-1995.pdf).

As in the case of killing 

already born people, up to 

and including life 

imprisonment

10-12 Salomon Islands YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1990 r., the Articles 157-159 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Solomon-

Islands-Penal-Code-1963.pdf#page=66).

As in the case of killing 

already born people, up to 

and including life 

imprisonment

13
Democratic Republic of 

the Congo
YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 30 January 1940, the Articles 165-

166 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Democratic-

Republic-of-the-Congo-Penal-Code-

2004.pdf#page=45).

14 Malawi YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1930, the Articles 149-151 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Malawi-

Penal-

Code.pdf#page=72).

Since February 2015, the 

Legislative Committee’s 

draft, allowing abortion in 

3 exceptional cases, is 

waiting to be considered 

by the Parliament 

15-16 Kiribati YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 18 October 1965, the Articles 150-

152 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Kiribati-

Penal-Code-1977.pdf#page=64).

15-16 Tuvalu YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 18 October 1965, the Articles 150-

152 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Tuvalu-

Penal-Code-2008.pdf#page=71).

17-18 Yemen YES - - - - -

Law on Crimes and Punishment 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Yemen-Law-on-

Crimes-and-

Punishment.pdf#page=18).



17-18 Nauru YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 12 May 2016, art. 68 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Nauru-

Crimes-

Act-2016.pdf#page=51).

19 Tonga YES - - - - -

Criminal Offences Act z 6 September 1926 r., the 

Articles 103-105

(https://www.unodc.

org/res/cld/document/ton/1926/criminal_offences_act_

html/Cr

iminal_Offences_Act.pdf#page=48).

20 Afghanistan YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 7 October 1976, the Articles 402-

406 (http:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Afghanistan-Penal-Code-1976.pdf#page=130).

21 Gwinea Bissau YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 15 September 1993, art. 112 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-Guinea-

Bissau-

Penal-Code-1993.pdf#page=15).

22 Paraguay YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 16 October 1997, art. 109 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Paraguay-Law-

that-Modifies-Penal-Code-2008.pdf#page=8).

23 Gabon YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 31 May 1963, the Articles 244-245 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Gabon-

Penal-

Code-1963.pdf#page=35).

24-25 Mauritania YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 9 July 1983, art. 293 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Mauritania-

Penal-Code.pdf#page=59).

24-25
The Republic of Côte 

d'Ivoire
YES - - - - -

The Penal Code, the Articles 366-369 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-C%C3%B4te-d-Ivoire-

Penal-

Code-1981.pdf#page=88).

26-28 Comoros YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 15 May 1981, art. 304 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Comoros-

Penal-Code-1995.pdf#page=61).

26-28 Congo YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 28 July 1962, art. 317 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Congo-

Penal-

Code-2001.pdf#page=48).



26-28 Madagascar YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 17 June 1972, art. 317 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Madagascar-

Penal-Code-1998.pdf#page=42).

29 Bangladesh YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1860 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-BANGLADESH-ACT-

NO-

XLV-PENAL-CODE-1860.pdf#page=67).

30 Nicaragua YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 13 November 2007 r., the Articles 

143-145 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Nicaragua-Penal-Code-2007.pdf#page=45).

31 Sri Lanka YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1883, the Articles 303-307 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Sri-Lanka-Penal-

Code-1956.

pdf#page=96).

32 Myanmar (Burma) YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of Mjanmy (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Myanmar-Penal-

Code.

pdf#page=105).

33 South Sudan YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 10 February 2009, the Articles 216-

222 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-South-

Sudan-

Penal-Code-2008.pdf#page=116).

34 Venezuela YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 20 October 2000, the Articles 432-

436 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Venezuela-Criminal-Code-1964.pdf#page=99).

35 Andorra YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 21 February 2005, the Articles 107-

109 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Andorra-

Penal-

Code-2005.pdf#page=24).

36
The Democratic Republic 

of Timor-Leste
YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 30 March 2009 r., art. 141 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Timor-

Leste-

Penal-Code-2009.pdf#page=42).

37 Syria YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 22 June 1949 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Syria-Penal-Code-

1949.

pdf#page=48).



38 Oman YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of Oman z 16 February 1974 r., the 

Articles 242-246 (http:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Oman-

Penal-Code.pdf#page=35), 

39 Angola YES - - - - -

From January 2018, the new Penal Code is in force

The Penal Code of 1886 r., the Articles 139-141 

(https://cyber.harvard.

edu/population/abortion/Angola.abo.html).

The occasionally 

published in the media 

document is only a 

blueprint that has not 

been passed yet

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

40 Brunei Darussalam YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 22 October 2013, art. 161 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Brunei-

Darussalam-Syariah-Penal-Code-Order-

2013.pdf#page=75).

The total prohibition of 

abortion is based on the 

sharia (islamic) law.

41 Suriname YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 14 October 1910, Art. 309 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Suriname-

Penal-Code-2015.pdf#page=102).

42 Libya YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1953, the Articles 390-392 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Libya-

Penal-

Code-1953.pdf#page=129).

43 Bahrain YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1976 r., the Art. 321 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01b-Bahrain-PenalCode-

EN-

1976.pdf#page=93- English), Legal Decree no 7 of 

1989 on human medicine and dentistry

(http://srhr.

44-47 Haiti YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1985, art. 262 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Haiti-Penal-Code-

Haiti-

Parliament-1985.pdf#page=23).

44-47 Lebanon YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 1960 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-LEBANON-PENAL-

CODE-

1943.pdf).

44-47 Palau YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 2014, pa1309 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/04-Palau-Penal-Code.

pdf#page=82).

44-47 San Marino YES - - - - -

The Penal Code of 25 February 1974, the Articles 153-

154 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-San-

Marino-

Penal-Code-1974.pdf#page=42).



48 Palestine YES - - - - - -

49-50 Micronesia YES - - - - -

The Code of Laws, pa51 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Federal-States-of-

Micronesia-Code-of-the-Trust-Territory-of-the-Pacific-

Islands-

1980.pdf#page=210). The judgment of 22 July 1970 in 

the case: the Trust Territory vs Christina Tarkong

 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

The law provides for 

unconditional exemption 

from criminal liability for a 

woman who is guilty of 

killing her child in the 

prenatal phase

49-50 Marshall Islands YES - - - - -

The Code of Laws, pa51 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Marshall-Islands-

Code-of-

the-Trust-Territory-of-the-Pacific-

Islands.pdf#page=210) The judgment of 22 July 1970 

in the case: the Trust Territory vs Christina Tarkong.

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

The law provides for 

unconditional exemption 

from criminal liability for a 

woman who is guilty of 

killing her child in the 

prenatal phase

51 Laos YES - - NO* - -

The Penal Code of 1960 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Lao-Peoples-

Democratic-

Republic-Penal-Law-1990.pdf), Regulations on the 

Maternal and Child Health 2004

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/06-Lao-Peoples-

* in the case of rape

52 Vanuatu YES NO* - - - -

The Penal Code of 7 August 1981, art. 117 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Vanuatu-

Penal-

Code-2006.pdf).

The Code allows abortion 

"for good medical 

reasons" without defining 

them

53 Nigeria YES NO* - - - -

The Penal Code of 1 June 1916, the Articles 228-230 

(Southern States) and The Penal Code of 30 

September 1960, the Articles 232-236 (Northern 

States) - http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/21-Nigeria-Southern-

Nigeria- Criminal-Code-Act-1990.pdf.

*exception: rescuing the 

mother’s health; 

authorized by virtue of the 

judgment of Rex v. 

Bourne, 1938

(https://msu.

edu/user/schwenkl/abtrbn

54 Papua New Guinea YES NO* - - - -

The Penal Code of 1974, the Articles 225-226 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-PNG-

Criminal-

Code-Act-1974.pdf).

Abortion resulting from 

the 'local custom or 

tradition' is allowed. In 

addition, in 1974, the 

Department of Justice of 

the Government of Papua 

New Guinea expressed 

55 Grenada YES NO* NO* - - -

The Penal Code of 20 January 1987, art. 234 

(http://www.oas.

org/juridico/spanish/mesicic2_grd_criminal_code.PDF)

.

*in practice, abortion is 

allowed for "medical or 

surgical" reasons, which 

is sometimes interpreted 

broadly.

56 Bahamas YES NO* NO* NO* - -

*In practice, it is allowed to execute abortions for 

“medical or surgical reasons”, which tends to be 

interpreted broadly, sometimes as a premise for the 

protection of mother's health, including mental health, 

e.g. if the pregnancy resulted from a rape.The Penal 

Code of 15 May 1924, art. 295 (http://laws.

bahamas.gov.

*in practice, abortion is 

allowed for "medical or 

surgical reasons", which 

is sometimes interpreted 

broadly as a premise for 

the protection of the 

mother's health, including 

57 Honduras YES NO* NO* NO* - -

The Penal Code of 23 August 1983 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Honduras-Penal-

Code-1983.

pdf).

*the theoretical possibility 

of having an abortion on 

three grounds is 

introduced by the Health 

Secretary's regulation of 

2010.  

(https://srhr.org/abortion-



58 Uganda YES NO* NO* NO* - -

Exceptions are stipulated in health policy documents, 

which do not have the rank of acts of law.

The Constitution of the 8 October 1995., art. 22 par. 2 

(https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Uganda-Constitution-1995.pdf).

*exceptions are provided 

for in health policy 

documents which do not 

have the status of an act.

59 Tanzania YES NO* NO* NO* - -

The Penal Code of 28 September 1945, the Articles 

150-152 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-United-

Republic-of-Tanzania-Penal-Code-1981.pdf).

*exceptions on grounds of 

maternal health, a 

criminal or eugenic act 

are provided for in 

medical standards of the 

Ministry of Health of 2013.  

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

60 Sudan - - - 90 days - -

The Penal Code of 31 January 1991, the Articles 135-

137 (https:

//www.ilo.

org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/80450/118284/F-

1325877900/SDN80450%20Eng.pdf#page=40).

Explicit rape.

61 Mali - - -
Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 20 August 2001, the Articles 211-

212 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Mali-

Penal-

Code-2001.pdf#page=38), The Law on Reproductive 

Health

z 24 June 2002, art. 13 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

Explicit rape or incest 

(conséquence établie d'un 

viol ou d'une relation 

incestueuse)

62 Brazil - - NO*
Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 7 December 1940 r., the Articles 

124-128 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/09-Brazil-

Penal-

Code-1940.pdf#page=54).

Explicit rape (estupro). On 

12 April 2012, the Federal 

Supreme Court ruled on 

the admissibility of 

abortion of a foetus with 

anencephaly 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

63 Maldives - - -
Without any

restrictions
NO* -

The Penal Code of 2014 (entered into force on 16 July 

2015

, art. 416 (https://www.law.upenn.edu/live/files/4203-

maldives-penal-code-2014#page=77).

Sexual-and-Reproductive-Rights-Maldives.pdf), up to 

120 days of pregnancy abortion is not punished.

Explicit sexual assault or 

incest. According to the 

fatwa of 11 December 

2013 

(http://arrow.org.my/wp-

content/uploads/2017/04/

Country-Profile-on-Sexual-

64 Pakistan - 120 days* - - - -

The Penal Code of 6 October 1860, art. 338 

(http://srhr.

120-day limit established by the doctrine of islamic law 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Pakistan-

Penal-

* on grounds of 

'necessary treatment'

policies/documents/countr

ies/08-Pakistan-

Punjab-Service-Delivery-

Standards-and-

Guidelines-Department-of-

65 Saudi Arabia - 4 months - - - -

The law on the practice of the medical professions of 

2005 r.,

art. 22 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Saudi-Arabia-Laws-

pertaining-to-health-professions-

practice.pdf#page=12).

Only when the peril is 

severe (serious harm).

During the first 40 days 

the abortion can also be 

executed for some other " 

valid reason", which 

cannot be interpreted as a 

66 Samoa - 20 weeks - - - -

The Act of 5 April 2013, the Articles 111-117 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Samoa-

Crimes-

Ordinance-1961.pdf#page=52).

Including mental health

67-70 Jamaica -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Offences Against the Person Act z 1 January 

1864, the Articles

72-73 

(http://moj.gov.jm/sites/default/files/laws/Offences%

20Against%20the%20Person%20Act_0.pdf#page=30)

.

*exception: rescuing the 

mother’s health; 

authorized by virtue of the 

judgment of Rex v. 

Bourne, 1938

edu/user/schwenkl/abtrbn

g/rvbourne.htm)



67-70 Gambia -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 1933, the Articles 140-142, 198-

199 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Gambia-

Criminal-Code-Chapters-XII-to-XXIII.pdf).

*exception: rescuing the 

mother’s health; 

authorized by virtue of the 

judgment of Rex v. 

Bourne, 1938

 (https://msu.

67-70 Sierra Leone -
Without any

restrictions
- - - - The Offences Against the Person Act (British)

*exception: rescuing the 

mother’s health; 

authorized by virtue of the 

judgment of Rex v. 

Bourne, 1938

 (https://msu.

67-70 Saint Kitts i Nevis -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Offences Against the Person Act z 10 April 1873,

art. 53-54 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-St-Kitts-and-Nevis-

Offences-

Against-the-Person-Act-2002.pdf#page=18).

*exception: rescuing the 

mother’s health; 

authorized by virtue of the 

judgment of Rex v. 

Bourne, 1938

 (https://msu.

71-77 Burundi -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 22 April 2009, the Articles 505-511 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Burundi-

Penal-

Code-National-Assembly-Senate-

2009.pdf#page=141).

71-77 Djibouti -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of the Articles 447-450 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Djibouti-Penal-Code.

pdf#page=139).

" for therapeutic 

purposes"

71-77 Jordan -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 1960, the Articles 321-325 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Jordan-Penal-Code-

1960.

pdf#page=43), The National Health Protection Act of 

2008

, art. 12 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

71-77 Kenya -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

Constitution of Kenya, art. 26 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Kenya-Constitution-

2010.

pdf#page=24), The Penal Code of 1 August 1930, the 

Articles 158-

160 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Kenya-Penal-Code-

In accordance with Article 

26 paragraph 2 of the 

Constitution of Kenya, the 

human life starts from the 

moment of conception. 

According to the 

paragraph 4, however, 

71-77 Costa Rica -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 4 May 1970, the Articles 118-121 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Costa-

Rica-

Penal-Code-2010.pdf#page=34).

71-77 Marocco -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 26 November 1962, the Articles 

449-458 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Morocco-

Penal-Code-2015.pdf#page=164).

71-77 Peru -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 3 April 1991, art. 114-120 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Peru-

Penal-

Code-1991.pdf#page=57).



78-80 Algeria -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 8 June 1966., the Articles 304-310 

(http://www.

wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp?file_id=228301), Health 

Protection and Promotion Act of 16 February 1985, 

art. 72

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/03-

Also mental health 

(literally: protection of the 

physiological and mental 

balance: (préserver son 

équilibre physiologique et 

mental

gravement menacé).

78-80 Malaysia -
Without any

restrictions
- - - -

The Penal Code of 1936 r., art. 312 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Malaysia-

Penal%20Code-

2006.pdf#page=126).

Including mental health

78-80
Trinidad and

Tobago
-

Without any

restrictions
- - - -

Offences Against the Person Act z 3 April 1925, the 

Articles 56-

57 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-

Trinidad-and-Tobago-Offences-against-the-Person-

Act-1925.

pdf#page=19), Medical Board of Trinidad and Tobago 

Including mental health

81 Equatorial Guinea - YES - - - - The Act on Abortion of 4 April 1991.

82 Liechtenstein -
Without any

restrictions
- NO* - -

The Penal Code of 24 June 1987 r., art. 96 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Liechtenstein-

Penal-Code-1987.pdf).

*abortion is admissible, if 

the mother is under 14 

years of age and not 

married.

83 Saint Lucia - 12 weeks - 12 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 1 January 2005, art. 166 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Saint-

Lucia-

Penal-Code-2005.pdf#page=110).

Including mental health

84 Ecuador -
Without any

restrictions
-

Only if the raped 

person is mentally 

ill

- -

The Integral Organic Penal Code of 3 February 2014, 

the Articles

147-150 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Ecuador-Penal-Code-

2014.

pdf#page=70).

85 Cameroon -
Without any

restrictions
-

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 12 June 1967, the Articles 337-339 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/03-

Cameroon-

Code-Penal-1967.pdf#page=86).

86 Bolivia -
Without any

restrictions
-

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 23 August 1972, art. 263-266 

(http://www.

oas.org/juridico/spanish/gapeca_sp_docs_bol1.

pdf#page=45).

The law provides for 

unconditional exemption 

from criminal liability for a 

woman who is guilty of 

killing her child in the 

prenatal phase

87 Eritrea NO
Without any

restrictions
-

Without any

restrictions
-

The Penal Code of 15 May 2015, the Articles 281-283 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/04-Eritrea-

Penal-

Code-2015.pdf#page=204).

Also when the mother is 

under 18



88 Argentina -
Without any

restrictions
NO*

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 27 July 1984., art. 86 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Argentina-

Penal-Code-1984.pdf#page=19).

In June 2003 the 

Legislative Body of the 

Autonomous City of 

Buenos Aires adopted the 

Act No 1044, by which a 

pregnant woman, whose 

unborn child has been 

89 Iran - -
Without any

restrictions
- - -

The Islam Penal Code of the Islam Republic of Iran 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Iran-

Penal-

Code-Fifth-Book-2013.pdf#page=19), Guidance on

medical indications and procedures of abortion (2005) 

(http://srhr.

90

United

Arab

Emirates

- - 120 days - - -

The Penal Code of 1987, art. 340 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-United-Arab-

Emirates-Penal-

Code-1987.pdf#page=44), Medical Liability Law

of 10 April 2008 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-United-Arab-

91 Panama - - 24 weeks* 2 months - -

The Penal Code of 18 May 2007, the Articles 141-144 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Panama-

Penal-

Code-2015.pdf#page=108).

The eugenic exception 

applies only to the 

foetuses with defects 

threatening their life and 

results from the Ministry 

of Health's standards of 

2007.

92 Indonesia - - 6 weeks 6 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 1982, art. 346 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/05-Indonesia-Penal-

Code.

pdf#page=56), Health Law of 2009 r., art. 75 (http:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Indonesia-Health-Law-number-36-2009.pdf#page=29).

93

Central

African

Republic

- - 8 weeks 8 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 6 January 2010, the Articles 78-80 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Central-

African-

Republic-Penal-Code-2010.pdf#page=13).

94 Chile - -
Without any

restrictions

12 weeks

(14, if mother is 

under 14)

- -

Three exceptions (among which the one concerning 

the defense of the already protected maternal life) 

were introduced by an Act in force from 23 September 

2017

The Sanitary Code of 11 December 1967, art. 119 

(https:

//www.leychile.cl/Navegar?idNorma=5595).

Three exceptions 

(including one concerning 

the protection of the 

already protected life of 

the mother) were 

introduced by a law in 

force from 23 September 

95 Guinea - -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 31 December 1988, the Articles 

306-308 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Guinea-

Penal-

Code.pdf#page=67).

96 Qatar - 4 months 4 months - - -

The Penal Code of 2004 r., the Articles 315-317 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Qatar-Penal-Code-11-

2004.

pdf#page=70), Practice of physicians surgeons and 

dentists of

1983 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

97 Egypt -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - -

The Penal Code of 31 July 1937, the Articles 260-266 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Egypt-

Penal-

Code.pdf#page=93).

*Exceptions are 

occasionally permitted on 

the basis of court verdicts



98-101 Chad -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - -

Law on the Promotion of Reproductive Health of 20 

March 2002

, art. 14 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Chad-Law-on-the- 

Promotion-

of-Reproductive-Health-2002.pdf).

98-101 Iraq -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - -

The Penal Code of 1969, the Articels 417-420 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Iraq-Penal-Code-

1969.

pdf#page=77), The First Amendment to Instructions to 

Health-Committees

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

98-101 Kuwait -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - -

The Penal Code of 1960 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Kuwait-Penal-Code-

1960.

pdf#page=19), Decree on the Practice of Medicine, 

Dentistry and Paramedical Services of,

1981 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-Kuwait-

98-101 Niger -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - -

The Penal Code of 13 June 2003, art. 295-297 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Niger-

Penal-

Code-2008.pdf#page=54), Reproductive Health Law

of 24 May 2006, art. 16 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Niger-Reproductive-

102 Belize -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- NO* -

The Penal Code of 1 October 1981, art. 112 

(https://www.

oas.org/juridico/mla/en/blz/en_blz-int-text-

cc.pdf#page=82).

While considering the 

health premise, it is also 

taken into account 

whether the impact of 

continuing the pregnancy 

(together with the 

possible birth) upon that 

103 Seychelles - 12 weeks 12 weeks 12 weeks - -

The Law of 7 June 1994 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Seychelles-

Termination-of-

Pregnancy-Act-2012.pdf).

104 Botswana - 16 weeks 16 weeks 16 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 10 June 1964, art. 160-162 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Botswana-

Penal-Code.pdf#page=65).

105 Barbados - 20 weeks or more
20 weeks or 

more
12 weeks NO* -

Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 10 May 1893                           

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-

Barbados-Medical-Termination-of-Pregnancy-Act-

1983.pdf)

When giving a consent to 

an abortion, the doctor 

shall "take into account 

the pregnant woman's 

economic and social 

environment".

106 South Korea - 24 weeks 24 weeks 24 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 18 September 1953 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Republic-of-Korea-

Criminal-

Act.pdf#page=23), The Mother and Child Health Act,

art. 14 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Republic-of-South-

107 Mozambique -
Without any

restrictions
24 weeks 16 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 31 December 2014, art. 166-168 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Mozambique-

Penal-Code-2013.pdf#page=21).



108

[Taiwan

(Republic

Of China)]

-
Without any

restrictions
24 weeks 24 weeks - -

Health law (http://studentorgs.kentlaw.iit.edu/jicl/wp-

content/uploads/sites/5/2014/01/Abortion-Rights-

David-Sho-

Chao-Hung1.pdf#page=17).

109 Swaziland - 28 weeks 28 weeks 28 weeks - -

The Constitution of 26 July 2005, art. 15 par.. 5 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Kingdom-of-

Eswatini-Constitution-2005.pdf#page=15), Medical 

Standards

of 2012 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

Including mental health. 

In accordance with Article 

15 paragraph 5 of the 

Constitution, the ordinary 

legislator has the 

competence to allow for 

further exceptions

110 Ethiopia -

28 weeks from the last 

menstruation

or when the baby 

weighs1000 g

28 weeks

or 1000 g

28 weeks

or 1000 g
- -

The Penal Code of 9 May 2005 r., art. 545-552 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/05-Ethiopia-

Criminal-Code-2004.pdf#page=186).

111 Burkina Faso -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
10 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 13 December 1996, art. 383-390 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-Burkina-

Faso-

Penal-Code-1996.pdf#page=79).

112 Monaco -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
12 weeks - -

The Penal Code of 28 September 1967 r., art. 248 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Monaco-

Penal-

Code.pdf).

113 Fiji -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
20 weeks - -

The Penal Decree of 5 November 2009 r., art. 234 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Fiji-

Crimes-

Decree-2009.pdf#page=84).

114-122 Benin -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Law of 3 March 2003 r., art. 17 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Benin-Law-on-Sexual-

and-

Reproductive-Health-2003.pdf)

114-122 Bhutan -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 11 August 2004 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Bhutan-PENAL-

CODE-2004.

pdf#page=35), The Ministry of Health Standards 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/03-Bhutan-

114-122 Ghana -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 12 June 1961, art. 58 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Ghana-

Criminal-Code-1960.pdf#page=42).

114-122 Columbia -
Without any 

restrictions*

Without any 

restrictions*

Without any 

restrictions*
- -

The Penal Code of 24 July 2000, art. 122 

as interpreted by the Constitutional Court in its 

judgment of  10 May 2006 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Colombia-

Penal-Code-Law-599-2000.pdf#page=139).

*the Law declared a total 

ban on abortion; three 

exceptions have been in 

force since 2006 by virtue 

of the Constitutional 

Court's judgment



114-122 Lesotho -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 9 March 2012, art. 45 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Lesotho-

Penal-

Code-2010.pdf#page=24).

114-122 Namibia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Law on Abortion and Sterilization of 12 March 

1975 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Namibia-

Abortion-and-Sterilization-Act-1975.pdf).

114-122 Rwanda -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 2 May 2012, art. 162-168 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

RWANDA-

PENAL-CODE-2012.pdf#page=209).

114-122 Togo -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Health Code of 15 May 2009, art. 106-109 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-TOGO-

PUBLIC-HEALTH-CODE-2009.pdf#page=19),

Reproductive Health Law of 10 January 2007 art. 42-

44

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

114-122 Zimbabwe -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

Abortion Law of 1997 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Zimbabwe-

Abortion-Law-1977.pdf).

123-125 Liberia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code of 19 July 1976 r., pa16.3 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Liberia-

Penal-

Law-1978.pdf#page=74).

Including mental health.

123-125 Mauritius -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The amendment to the Penal Code of 23 June 2012 r.

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-

Mauritius-Criminal-Code-Amendment-Act-2012.pdf).

Including mental health.

123-125 Thailand -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- -

The Penal Code, the Articles 301-305 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Thailand-Criminal-

Code.

pdf#page=58), Thailand-Medical-Council Regulation 

on Medical Termination of Pregnancy.

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

Including mental health.

126
Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines
-

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
NO* -

The Penal Code of 6 October 1988 

(https://www.ncbi.nlm.

nih.gov/pubmed/12289549).

While considering the 

health premise, it is also 

taken into account 

whether the impact of 

continuing pregnancy 

(together with the 

possible birth) upon that 

127 Poland -
Without any

restrictions
22 weeks 12 weeks - -

The Law of 7 January 1993 on family planning, 

protection of the human foetus and conditions of 

admissibility of abortion

(http://prawo.sejm.gov.pl/isap.

nsf/download.xsp/WDU19930170078/U/D19930078Lj.

pdf).

The law provides for 

unconditional exemption 

from criminal liability for a 

woman who is guilty of 

killing her child in the 

prenatal phase



128 New Zealand -
Without any

restrictions
20 weeks 20 weeks - -

The Crimes Act of 1 November 1961, art. 182-187A 

(https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

NEW-

ZEALAND-CRIMES-ACT-1961.pdf#page=130).

Including mental health. 

The law provides for 

unconditional exemption 

from criminal liability for a 

woman who is guilty of 

killing her child in the 

prenatal phase

129 Israel - 24 weeks+ 24 weeks+ 24 weeks+ - -

The Penal Law of 4 August 1977 r., art. 312-321 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Israel-

Penal-

Law-1977.pdf#page=93), The Guidelines of the 

Ministry of health

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

Also when the mother is 

under 18 or over 40 years 

of age.

The law provides for 

unconditional exemption 

from criminal liability for a 

woman who is guilty of 

130 Mexico

18 states: Baja

California,

Campeche,

Chiapas,

Chihuahua,

Colima, Durango,

* * * *
12-20 weeks (Mexico 

City)

http://srhr.org/abortion-policies/country/mexico/,  The 

Federal District Rules

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/03-Mexico-DF-Rules-on-

health-

law-Mexico-DF-2011.pdf).

The regulations vary 

depending on the State;

In the capital city – on 

demand.

131 Finland - 20 weeks 24 weeks - 12 weeks -

The Law on Abortion of 24 March 1970 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Finland-

Law-

on-Abortion-1970.pdf).

Family health and living 

conditions are to be 

interpreted as the social 

premise; mothers' age 

under 17 or over 40: 12 

weeks, 'special reasons': 

24 weeks.

132 Iceland -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
16 weeks 16 weeks -

The Law of 22 May 1975 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Iceland-Law-on-

counseling-

and-education-on-abortions-and-sterilizations-

2011.pdf).

133 India - 20 weeks 20 weeks 20 weeks 20 weeks -

The Penal Code of 6 October 1860, art. 312 

(http://srhr.

 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/11-India-

Penal-

Code-1860.pdf#page=140), Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy Act of 1971

says that rape should be 

treated as a threat to the 

woman's mental health. In 

marriage - if 

contraceptives turned out 

to be ineffective: 20 

weeks.

134 Japan -
Without any

restrictions
-

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

The Penal Code of 24 April 1907 r., art. 212-216 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/04-Japan-

Penal-

Code-1907.pdf#page=70), Maternal Health Act of 13 

July

1948 r., art. 14 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

135 Zambia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
-

Without any

restrictions
-

Termination of Pregnancy Act of 13 October 1972 

(https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Zambia-

Termination-of-Pregnancy-Act-amended-1994.pdf).

Family health and mental 

health interpreted as a 

social premise.

136 Australia -

22 tygodnie 

(Queensland), bez 

ograniczeń (Nowa 

Południowa Walia)

28 weeks

(South Australia)

28 weeks

(South 

Australia)

New South 

Wales

Varying

(The Australian 

Capital Territory,

Victoria,

Western Australia

Northern Territory,

http://srhr.org/abortion-policies/country/australia/
Provisions differ between 

the states and territories.

137 Guyana -
Without any

restrictions
12 weeks 12 weeks 16 weeks 8 weeks

Guyana Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 14 

June 1995 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Guyana-Medical-

Termination-of-Pregnancy-Act-1995.pdf).

Mother's mental illness, 

HIV: 12 weeks, if 

contraceptives turned out 

to be ineffective:

16 weeks.

http://srhr.org/abortion-policies/country/australia/
http://srhr.org/abortion-policies/country/australia/
http://srhr.org/abortion-policies/country/australia/


138-140 Portugal - - - - - 10 weeks

The Act of 21 June 2007 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Portugal-Termination-

of-

Pregnancy-Act-2007.pdf).

138-140 Slovenia - - - - - 10 weeks

The Law of 19 May 1977 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-SLOVENIA-LAW-ON-

HEALTH-MEASURES-IN-EXERCISING-FREEDOM-

OF- CHOICE-IN-CHILDBEARING-1977.pdf).

138-140 Turkey - - - - - 10 weeks

The Law of 19 May 1977 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-SLOVENIA-LAW-ON-

HEALTH-MEASURES-IN-EXERCISING-FREEDOM-

OF- CHOICE-IN-CHILDBEARING-1977.pdf).

141-143 Croatia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- 10 weeks

Law on health protection measures for the 

implementation of the right to decide liberally about 

childbirth of 21 April 1978

.

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-

Croatia-Abortion-Law-1978.pdf).

141-143 Macedonia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- 10 weeks

The Law on Termination of Pregnancy of 10 June 

2013 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-MACEDONIA-LAW-

ON-

TERMINATION-OF-PREGNANCY-2013.pdf).

141-143 Serbia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- 10 weeks

The Law of 2005 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Serbia-Law-on-

Abortion-in-

Health-Institutions-2005.pdf).

144 Montenegro - 32 weeks 32 weeks 20 weeks 20 weeks 10 weeks

The Law of 27 July 2009 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Montenegro-Law-on-

the-

Interruption-of-Pregnancy-2009.pdf).

145
Bosnia and Herzegovina

(The Serbian Republic)
-

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
10 weeks

The Law on Conditions and Procedure for the 

Termination of Pregnancy of

20 March 2008 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/03-Bosnia-and-

Herzegovina-

Republika-Srpska-Law-on-the-conditions-and-

procedure-for-

146-149 Germany - - - - - 12 weeks

The Penal Code of 15 May 1871, art. 218a (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

GERMANY-

PENAL-CODE-2015.pdf#page=110), The Act on 

Assistance for 

Pregnant Women and Families of 21 August 1995 

(http://srhr.

146-149 Norway - - - - - 12 weeks
The Law of z 13 June 1975 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-NORWAY-LAW-ON-

ABORTION-1975.pdf).



146-149 Slovakia - - - - - 12 weeks
The act of 23 October 1986 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Slovakia-Abortion-

Regulation-Act-1986.pdf).

146-149 Switzerland - - - - - 12 weeks

The Penal Code of 21 December 1937 r., art. 118-120 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Switzerland-

Penal-Code-2015.pdf).

150 Tunisia - - - - - 3 months

The Penal Code of 9 July 1913 r., art. 214-215 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Tunisia-

Penal-

Code-2010.pdf#page=76).

151 Georgia - 22 weeks - - - 12 weeks

The Rules for the Implementation of Abortion of 2014 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Georgia- 

-

for-the-Implementation-of-Abortion-

2014.pdf#page=17),

The Law on Healthcare 1997 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

In special cases, the limit 

may be extended.

152 Czech Republic - 24 weeks - - - 12 weeks

The Law on Abortion 20 October 1986 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Czech-

Republic-Law-on-Abortion-Czech-National-Council-

1986.pdf).

153 Latvia - 24 weeks - 12 weeks - 12 weeks

Sexual and Reproductive Health Law of 31 January

2002 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-LATVIA-SEXUAL-

AND-

REPRODUCTIVE-HEALTH-LAW-PARLIAMENT-OF-

LATVIA-

2007.pdf), Organisational Procedures for Termination 

154 São Tomé and Príncipe -
Without any

restrictions
16 weeks

Without any

restrictions
- 12 weeks

The Penal Code of 27 April 2012, art. 137-140 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Sao-

Tome-and-

Principe-Penal-Code-2012.pdf).

155-156 Estonia - 22 weeks 22 weeks 22 weeks - 12 weeks

Termination of Pregnancy-Law of 25

November 1998 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Estonia-Termination-

of-

Pregnancy-Law-2015.pdf).

Maternal age above 45: 

22 weeks

155-156 Ukraine - 22 weeks 22 weeks 22 weeks - 12 weeks

The Civil Code of 16 January 2003 r., art. 281 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

UKRAINE-

CIVIL-CODE-RIGHT-TO-LIFE-2004.pdf), Resolution of 

15 February 2006 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/06-UKRAINE-

Maternal age above 45: 

22 weeks

157 Hungary - 18 weeks 24 weeks 12 weeks - 12 weeks

Protectionof Human Life Act of 1992 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Hungary-Protection-

of-

Human-Life-Act-1992.pdf).

The Article II of the 

Fundamental Law of 

Hungary says: “Every 

human being shall have 

the right to life and human 

dignity; the life of the 

foetus shall be protected 



158 Greece -
Without any

restrictions
24 weeks 19 weeks - 12 weeks

The Penal Code of 1950 r., art. 304 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Greece-Penal-Code-

1951.

pdf#page=109).

159 South Africa - 20 weeks
Without any

restrictions
20 weeks - 12 weeks

Choice of Termination of Pregnancy Act of 22 

November 1996

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-

SOUTH-AFRICA-CHOICE-OF-TERMINATION-OF-

PREGNANCY-ACT-1996.pdf).

160 Bulgaria - 20 weeks
Without any

restrictions
- - 12 weeks

The Regulation of 1 February 1990 on the Conditions 

and Procedures of Pregnancy Interruption

 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Bulgaria-Law-No-2-

Abortion-

Annex-1-and-2-2000.pdf).

161-164 Belgium -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - 12 weeks

12 weeks The Penal Code of 8 June 1867 r., art. 348-

352 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Belgium-

Penal-

Code-1867.pdf#page=86).

161-164 France -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - 12 weeks

The Public Health Code, art.L2211-1 - L2223-2 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

France-

Public-Health-Code-2013.pdf#page=402).

161-164 Luxembourg -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - 12 weeks

The Health Code z 21 November 1980 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Luxembourg-

Health-Code-2015.pdf).

161-164 Cape Verde -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - 12 weeks

The Law of 31 December 1986 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Cape-Verde-Law-and-

Regulation-on-Voluntary-Interruption-of-Pregnancy-

1987.pdf).

165 Uruguay -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
14 weeks - 12 weeks

The Law of 22 November 2012 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Uruguay-Legal-

Interruption-

of-Pregnancy.pdf).

166 Nepal -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
18 weeks - 12 weeks

The General Code (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/06-Nepal-General-Code.

pdf#page=378), National Safe Abortion Policy of

August 2003 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Nepal-National-Safe-

Abortion-Policy-Ministry-of-Health-2003.pdf#page=6),

Comprehensive Abortion Care Guidelines 

167 Cyprus -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
19 weeks - 12 weeks

he Penal Code, the Artart. 169A (http://www.cylaw.

org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/0_154/full.html), The Abortion 

Law

of 5 December 1986 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Cyprus-

Abortion-law-1986.pdf).

While considering the 

health premise, it is also 

taken into account 

whether the impact of 

continuing the pregnancy 

(together with the 

possible birth) upon that 



168 Cambodia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- 12 weeks

Law on Abortion of 12 November 1997 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Cambodia-Law-

on-abortion-1997.pdf#page=2).

169 Mongolia -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- 12 weeks

Guidelines-for-Abortion-Care

of December 2004 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Mongolia-

Guidelines-for-Abortion-Care-Ministry-of-Health-2004.

pdf#page=10), National Standard Comprehensive 

Abortion-Care 2004 (http:

When the mother is under 

16 or over 45 years of 

age: without limitations

170 Moldova - 21 weeks 21 weeks - 21 weeks 12 weeks

The Law of 15 June 2012 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/03-Moldova-Law-on-

Reproductive-Health-Republic-of-Moldova-2012.pdf),

Regulation of 21 September 2010 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

MOLDOVA-

REGULATION-VOLUNTARY-INTERRUPTION-OF-

171-173 Kazakhstan - - - - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Reproductive-Rights-Law of 2004 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Kazakhstan-

Reproductive-Rights-Law-2004.pdf#page=9), Medical 

and 

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/05-

Kazakhastan-Indications-and-Regulations-of-Abortion-

171-173 Kyrgyzstan - - - - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The act on reproductive rights of 2007 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Kyrgyzstan-

The Law on Reproductive Rights of 

2007.pdf#page=4), The Law on Health Protection

Of 2005 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/03-Kyrgyzstan-Law-on-

171-173 Lithuania - - - - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Abortion Operations Performance of Procedure 

the Ministry.of Health 

of 28 January 1994 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Lithuania-Abortion-

Operations-Performance-of-Procedure-Ministry-of-

Health-

1994.pdf).

174 Armenia - 22 weeks - - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Law on Reproductive Health and Rights

of 11 December 2002 r., art. 10 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Armenia-Law-on- 

Reproductive-Health-and-Rights-2002.pdf#page=7).

Parental consent required 

in the case of minors; 

prohibition of abortion on 

grounds of a foetus' sex.

175-177 Azerbaijan -
Without any

restrictions
- - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Law on the Protection of Public Health, art. 30 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Azerbaijan-

Law-on-the-Protection-of-Public-Health.pdf#page=2).

175-177 Belarus -
Without any

restrictions
- - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Law on the Healthcare of 18 June 1993 r., art. 27

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-

Belarus-Law-on-Healthcare-2014.pdf).

175-177 Russia -
Without any

restrictions
- - 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Law of 21 November 2011 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Russia-Federation-

Law-on-

Public-Health-Protection-2011.pdf).



178 Albania - 12 weeks
Without any

restrictions
22 weeks 22 weeks 12 weeks

The Law on the Interruption of Pregnancy of 7 

December 1995 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Albania-

Law-

on-Interruption-of-Pregnancy-1995.pdf).

179 Cuba -

22 weeks or attainment 

by the foetus the 

weight of 

500 g

26 weeks or 

attainment by 

the foetus the 

weight of 

1000 g

-
22 weeks or 500 

g
12 weeks

Guías metodológicas para la instrumentación de 

todos los

tipos de terminación voluntaria del embarazo z 2011 

(https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Cuba-

Methodological-guidelines-for-the-implementation-of-

Exceptionally 35 weeks.

180-181 Tajikistan - 28 weeks 28 weeks - 28 weeks 12 weeks

The Law on the Protection of Public Health 

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-Tajikistan-Law-on-

public-health-protection-1997.pdf#page=9).

180-181 Uzbekistan - 28 weeks 28 weeks - 28 weeks 12 weeks

The Penal Code of 1994 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/05-Uzbekistan-Criminal-

Code-

1994.pdf#page=36), The Abortion Standards of the 

Ministry of Healt of 10 September 2013

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/03-Uzbekistan-Order-No-

182 Turkmenistan -
Without any

restrictions
- - 28 weeks 12 weeks

The Law on the Public Health (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Turkmenistan-Law-

on-

Public-Health.pdf#page=23), The Criminal Code 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

Turkmenistan-

183 Denmark -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
12 weeks

The Health Act of 14 November 2014 r.,

pa92-103 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Denmark-Health-Act-

2014.

pdf#page=25).

184 Italy -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - 90 days

The Abortion-Law of 22 May 1978 

(https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Italy-Abortion-Law-

1978.

pdf).

185 Austria -
Without any

restrictions

Without any

restrictions
- - 3 months

The Penal Code of 23 January 1974, art. 96-97 

(https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-Austria-

Criminal-Code-2015.pdf#page=27).

186 Spain - 22 weeks 22 weeks - - 14 weeks

The Law on Sexual and Reproductive Health and on 

Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy 

of 3 March 2010 r., art. 12-17

(http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-

SPAIN-LAW-ON-SEXUAL-AND-REPRODUCTIVE-

HEALTH-

187 Romania - 24 weeks 24 weeks - - 14 weeks

The Penal Code of 17 July 2009 r., art. 201 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/02-

ROMANIA-

CRIMINAL-CODE-2009.pdf#page=80).



188 Sweden - - - - - 18 weeks
The Law of 12 June 1974 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-Sweden-Abortion-

Law-1974.pdf).

189 The Netherlands - - - - - 22 weeks

The Law on Termination of Pregnancy of 1 May 1981 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

NETHERLANDS-TERMINATION-OF-PREGNANCY-

ACT.

pdf), The Penal Code of dnia 3 March 1881 r., art. 296 

(http:

The legal limit is the 

child's ability to survive 

outside the mother's 

body.

190 USA - - - - - 22 weeks

Judgment on the case Roe v. Wade of 22 January 

1973 (https://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/01-USA-Roe-V-Wade-

1973.pdf).

The legal limits vary from 

State to State; 

at the maximum up to the 

moment when the baby is 

able to survive outside 

the mother's body.

191 United Kingdom - 24 weeks
Without any

restrictions
- - 24 weeks*

The Abortion Act of 27 October 1967 (https://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-UNITED-

KINGDOM-ABORTION-ACT-1967.pdf).

*Family health and mental 

health - interpreted as ‘on 

request’.

192 Singapore -
Without any

restrictions
- - - 24 weeks

The Termination-of-Pregnancy Act of 27 December 

1974 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Singapore-

Termination-of-Pregnancy-Act-1974.pdf#page=2), The 

Penal Code of

the Republc of Singapore of 1871 

193 Canada - - - - -
Without any

restrictions

Judgment on the case Morgentaler of 28 January 

1988 (https:

//srhr.org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

Canada-R-v-Morgentaler-Supreme-Court-1988.pdf).

194-196
People's Republic of 

China
- - - - - YES

Guidelines for the Commonly Used Family-Planning 

Techniques-

of 2003 (http://srhr.org/abortion-

policies/documents/countries/02-China-Commonly-

used-

family-planning-techniques-Ministry-of-Health-2003.

pdf#page=1), People's Republic of China's law 

194-196 North Korea - - - - - YES -

194-196 Vietnam - - - - - YES

The Law on the Protection of Human Health of 1989 

(http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/01-

VIETNAM-HEALTH-PROTECTION-LAW-

1989.pdf#page=6), Vietnam Population-Ordinance of 

2003 (http://srhr.

org/abortion-policies/documents/countries/03-Vietnam-



Key

Green colour - full protection of life

Orange colour – abortion allowed on the grounds of criminal, eugenical or/and maternal health exceptions is legal

Bordeaux colour – abortion for social reasons is legal.

Red colour – abortion on the mother's demand is legal.


